
Briefing: CO-STEM REPORT
Executive Summary:  The Obama Administration released its inventory of STEM Education programs 
on December 9, 2011.  This report is required under the Congressional mandate contained in the 
America COMPETES Reauthorization Act of 2010.  Its purpose is to identify, assess and coordinate STEM 
education programs throughout the federal government as part of a five-year strategic plan. 

Released December 2011
© STEMconnector         
All Rights Reserved

Underrepresented Groups  - Approximately $1.1 billion is spent on STEM 
programs that target groups underrepresented in STEM education.  Nearly all other 
federal STEM programs have underrepresented groups as a secondary goal.
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Overview: Issued by the 
National Science & Technology 
Council (NSTC), the STEM in-
ventory identifies 252 separate 
in STEM investments by federal 
agencies totaling $3.4 billion, in-
cluding $967 million (28%) spent 
on activities that target specific 
workforce needs of 13 science 
mission federal agencies.  
The STEM Inventory provides 
some perspective for taxpay-
ers:  The lion’s share of public 
K-12 funding in the U.S. comes 
from local property taxpayers.  
Of about $1.1 trillion spent on 
K-12 education in the U.S. during 
2010, federal agency spending 
amounted to only 5.9% of that 
overall amount.  Federal K-12 
STEM education spending was 

Focus on Broader STEM 
Efforts - $2.5 billion of the 
$3.4 billion is spent on broader 
STEM education efforts, and 
this spending is dominated by 
spending at the National Science 
Foundation (47% of $2.5 billion, 
or $1.2 billion) and the Depart-
ment of Education (40% of the 



Allocations Focus on Post-
Secondary Degrees and 
Careers – Over 50 percent 
of total funding is allocated to 
Post-Secondary Degrees while 
less than 10 percent is allocat-
ed towards Pre and In-Service 
Teachers.  Over 50 percent of 
Agency Mission Workforce Allo-
cations are spent on Post-Sec-
ondary Degrees.  STEM Degrees 
Represent the largest allocation 
in General STEM but Education 
R&D, STEM Careers and Pre and 
In Service Education Programs 
are well represented.

Educator Funding Fo-
cuses Heavily on In-
Service Teachers – Of 
the $312 Million in Fund-
ing focusing on Educa-
tors, only $430,000 was 
spent on programs target-
ing Pre-Service Educators 
Exclusively.  The $312 
million spent on educator-
focused programs consti-
tutes 9 percent of total 
spending on STEM Educa-
tion programs in the Fed-
eral Government.

About STEMconnectorTM - STEMConnector™ is a nationwide collaboration of companies, nonprofit associa-
tions and professional societies, STEM-related research & policy organizations, and academic institutions concerned 
about the plight of STEM education in the United States.  STEMConnector™ is designed to link “all things STEM” by 
constructing a comprehensive Web Site that provides connections to national, state and local STEM entities and their 
own content through a variety of search tools.
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